
WHAT’S THE WORD?
Players
two teams with one or two players in each team

Materials
one game sheet per game; a piece of paper; a pen/pencil

Before starting
Photocopy one game sheet per game and cut along the 
dotted line. Organise the chairs so that teams are facing 
each other across a table.

How to play
Team A has the A sheet and Team B has the B sheet. It is 
very important that each sheet is not visible to the other 
team. Team A reads out a sentence from their sheet. 
Where there is a blank space, they pause or say blank. 
They DO NOT say the word in capitals at the end of the 
sentence (because it is the answer).

Team B must listen to Team A’s sentence and choose the 
word from the box at the bottom of their sheet which they 
think best fits the space. There is one extra word in the box 
which is not used.

How to score
If Team B guesses correctly first time, they win three points. 
If they are wrong, they can try again for two points, and 
again for one point. If they are still wrong, they get no points.

Versions of the game
•	 �No crossing out: Students will naturally cross out the words 

they have used in the box. For extra challenge, players are 
NOT ALLOWED to cross any words out and must remember 
which ones they have used.

•	 �Not in the box: Students have to complete the other team’s 
sentences with a word that is NOT in their box. The scoring 
is the same except the players (with help from the teacher) 
must judge if the word is acceptable.

Notes
This game revises a range of grammar and vocabulary from 
Student’s Book 8, Units 5–8. It requires students to listen to 
each other and mentally try out lexical items to see if they fill 
the spaces. For each sentence, there are often various words 
which could go in the space, but students will only get points 
for the correct word from the box.
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The teams then swap roles and Team B reads a sentence 
for Team A to complete from their list of words. Players 
continue until all the sentences have been read out. The 
winner is the team with the most points.

TIP
To avoid students in other teams overhearing the 
answers to questions, the teacher can direct each team 
to ask and answer the questions in a different order.

Follow-up activities
Teams swap sheets and look at the words in the box. 
They then try to remember the example sentence that 
they read out for each one.

Students try to find five words that can go in each space.
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Team A: ‘No, sorry. Try 
again for two points.’

Team A: ‘Correct. You 
get two points.’

Team B: ‘Unfairness?’

Team B: ‘Hostile.’

Team A: ‘I wouldn’t call their 
reaction  but it certainly 

wasn’t friendly.’
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